Views on Pubic Hair – a qualitative survey
Thank you for agreeing to take part in this qualitative survey on views on pubic hair, conducted by Dr Virginia Braun, a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Psychology at The University of Auckland, Gemma Tricklebank, an Honour’s student in the same department, and Dr Victoria Clarke, a Reader in Psychology at The University of the West of England, UK. 
We want to know your views and perspectives on pubic hair! Pubic hair is the hair that grows around the genital/groin/crotch region, in adolescents and adults. We want to find out what people think about pubic hair on women and men, and about hair removal practices, and why they have these views. The qualitative survey doesn’t ask about your own hair removal practices specifically, but feel free to discuss these if relevant. Some mostly quantitative demographic/behavioral information is being collected (Section 5), and a couple of these questions relate to your own practices. Once received by us, your answers to the survey will be anonymous, with nothing linking you to your response. Indeed, we may not even know you have taken part.
Instructions for completing the survey:

· Please first tick the declaration box to confirm you are over the age of 16.

· Please write down your own feelings and perspectives – there are no right answers. 

· Please write your answers in your own words, in the space directly below the question. 
· Write as much as you like – if you are completing a paper version, there is an overflow box at the end if you wish to write more than fits in the space allocated to any one question. 
· Where there is a question that could be answered with yes, or no, we ask that you explain your view. 
· If you are completing an electronic version, there are two options for answering Questions 1.9 & 1.10. 

a) If you have access to a scanner, you can print the images, draw the hair on, and then scan the images as a separate document, and return this along with your completed questionnaire.

b) If you don’t have access to a scanner, but are able to add detail onto the image electronically (e.g., in another programme, and paste back into the relevant box) then feel free to do it this way. 
· The survey should take no more than 30 minutes to complete.
Returning your completed survey

Returning the completed form indicates your informed consent to be a participant in the research. Your responses, once submitted, cannot be withdrawn. You can return it anonymously or non-anonymously.

· If you are completing the survey electronically, please return it to pubichairsurvey@gmail.com. This is a potentially non-anonymous method.
· If you are completing the survey on paper copy, please return it via the most convenient method:
a) Hand it directly to the researcher if they are present.  This is a non-anonymous method.
b) Post it to: Virginia Braun, Department of Psychology, The University of Auckland, Private Bag 92019, Auckland Mail Centre, Auckland 1142. This is an anonymous method if you do not specify a return address. 
c) Return it to the Department of Psychology in the Human Sciences Building, 10 Symonds St, Auckland City. A mailbox has been created for returning the survey. It is identified by the words ‘HAIR SURVEY’, and can be found among the mailboxes in the corridor at the north end of the Human Sciences building (opposite Room 663).  This is an anonymous method.
Please complete and return the survey as soon as possible, to enable us to complete the project.
If you have any queries, please contact Gemma Tricklebank (pubichairsurvey@gmail.com) or Virginia Braun (v.braun@auckland.ac.nz).   THANK YOU!

Declaration: I certify that I am over the age of 16 (please mark box) 

Section 1 – Pubic Hair in general
1.1 What are your immediate responses to the words ‘pubic hair’?

1.2 Do you think that pubic hair is the same as other body hair? Please explain your view(s).
1.3 Do you think pubic hair is dirty? Please explain your view(s).
1.4 Do you think pubic hair is embarrassing? Please explain your view(s).
1.5 Do you think pubic hair is attractive? Please explain your view(s).
1. 6 Do you think pubic hair serves any functions on the human body? Please explain your view(s).
1.7 Why do you think people remove or trim their pubic hair?

1.8 Do you think people should remove or trim their pubic hair? Please explain why you think this.
1.9 We want to know what people think is a little pubic hair, a typical amount of pubic hair, and a lot of pubic hair, for women and men. Please can you draw what you think each of these would be, on the body outlines shown here:

	Female – little pubic hair
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	Female – typical pubic hair
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	Female – lots of pubic hair
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	Male – little pubic hair

[image: image4.jpg]



	Male – typical pubic hair
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	Male – lots of pubic hair
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1.10 We want to know what people think is the most attractive amount of pubic hair for women and men. Please can you draw what you think each of these is, on the body outlines shown here:

	Female pubic hair – most attractive amount

[image: image7.jpg]



	Male pubic hair – most attractive amount
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Section 2 – Pubic Hair on women

2.1 What do you think of ‘natural’ pubic hair (i.e., untrimmed, not removed) on a woman? 
2.2 Why do you think women remove pubic hair?

2.3 Should women remove some pubic hair (e.g., a bikini wax)? Please explain your view(s).
2.4 Should women remove all pubic hair (e.g., a ‘Hollywood/full Brazilian’)? Please explain your view(s).
2.5 Should pubic hair removal and/or trimming be part of a regular ‘beauty’ regime for women? Please explain your view(s)
2.6 What advantages/benefits might be associated with pubic hair removal for women?

2.7 What disadvantages/risks might be associated with pubic hair removal for women?

Section 3 – Pubic Hair on Men

3.1 What do you think of ‘natural’ pubic hair (i.e., untrimmed, not removed) on a man? 

3.2 Why do you think men remove pubic hair?

3.3 Should men remove some pubic hair? Please explain your view(s).

3.4 Should men remove all pubic hair? Please explain your view(s).

3.5 Should pubic hair removal and/or trimming be part of a regular ‘grooming’ regime for men? Please explain your view(s).
3.6 What advantages/benefits might be associated with pubic hair removal for men?

3.7 What disadvantages/risks might be associated with pubic hair removal for men?

Section 4: additional thoughts & question overflow space
4.1 If you have any other views or thoughts you’d like to share about pubic hair, please write them down here:

4.2 Please use this space to continue any question – but note question number if you do!

Section 5: Some questions about you

In order for us to learn about the range of people taking part in this research, we would be grateful if you could answer the following questions. All information provided is anonymous. Please either write your answer in the space provided, or circle the answer (or answers) that best applies to you.

	1
	How old are you?
	

	2
	I am:
	Male
	Female
	Other

	3
	I am:
	Full-time employed
	Part-time employed
	Full-time student

	
	
	Part-time student
	Other: 

	3a
	If you work, what is your occupation?
	

	4
	How would you describe your sexuality?

	Heterosexual

Bisexual

Lesbian

Gay

Other: ____________________

	5
	How would you describe your racial/ethnic background? 
(e.g., Pākehā; Māori; Chinese; Pakistani & Muslim)
	

	6
	How would you describe your social class? 
(e.g., working class; middle class; no class category)
	

	7
	How would you describe your relationship status? 
(e.g., single, partnered, civil union/married, separated, divorced/civil union dissolved, other)
	

	8
	Do you consider yourself to be disabled?
	Yes
	No

	9
	Do you have children?
	Yes
	No

	10
	Do you currently trim your pubic hair?
	Yes
	No

	10a
	If no, have you ever trimmed your pubic hair?
	Yes
	No

	11
	Do you currently engage in pubic hair removal? 
	Yes – all hair removed
	Yes – some hair removed
	No hair removed

	11a
	If you do not currently engage in pubic hair removal, have you previously? 
	Yes – all hair removed
	Yes – some hair removed
	No hair removed

	12
	If you have ever removed pubic hair, please explain your reasons for doing so.


	

	13
	If you have ever stopped removing pubic hair, please explain your reasons for doing so.


	 

	14
	Have you ever altered your pubic hair in any other way?
	Yes (please explain)


	No 
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